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Grantmaking in Minnesota
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Chris Oien       
   MCF 

Introduction

Candid found that, as of September 2022, only about 70% of IRS Form 990s 
(which make up the majority of their grantmaking data) were available for 
2020. Before the pandemic, comprehensive 990 data was available two 

receive a similar amount of data.

our look at 2020 Minnesota giving data in 2023, when the full picture is 
more available. 

is fully focused on a survey we conducted with MCF members this year 
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Funder Insights 

2022 Grantmaking Practices 
Survey

responding to COVID and the racial reckoning following the murder 

Susie Brown      
    MCF 

 32% 
 14%
 29%
 13%
 Other       3%

Participating Organizations
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Methodology

all MCF members in June 2022. The survey was open over the 



Multi-year Funding

Approximately what percent of your grants are multi-year?

 

Under $1 million

Over $5 million

Metro

18%

26%

35%

31%

14%

12%

Foundation Type

Level of Grants Paid in 2021

Geographic Location

9%

27
%

Overall 
Average

23%
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When a funder is clear about the type of work 
they want to support, it is easier to make 

— Susan Bass Roberts, Vice 
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General Operating Funding

Approximately what percent of your grants go toward general operating funds?

 

Under $1 million

Over $5 million

Metro

37%

40%

53%

55%

47%

45%39
%

49
%

Foundation Type

Level of Grants Paid in 2021

Geographic Location

Overall 
Average

47%
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— Lexi Oestreich, Director of Philanthropy & 

— Sean Malone, President,  
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Funding for BIPOC Communities

responsive to the diversity of those they employ and serve. 

Overall 
Average

30%

Approximately what percent of your grants go to Black, Indigenous, 
and People of Color-led organizations?

 

Under $1 million

Over $5 million

28%

35%

27%

25%

37%

30%

Foundation Type

Level of Grants Paid in 2021

Geographic Location

Metro

14
%

37
%
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to support children and 

Our decision to track the 

and means that we can 
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Funding for BIPOC Communities

and People of Color-led organizations?

Metro

Foundation Type

Level of Grants Paid in 2021

Geographic Location

Community 
& Public 

Corporate 

 

Private 

26% 24%

23%

29%

32%25%

Under $1 
million

Over $5  
million

 
million

25% 27%

Overall 
Response

27% yes
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processes that are basic but important so 
that we can track and understand our own 

 

The fundamental nature of philanthropy 
is not to accept the world as it is, but 
to use its resources and power to 
work toward the world as it should 
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Reporting Time

report on their use of funds?

Community 
& Public 

Under $1 
million

Over $5  
million

 
million

Corporate 

 

Private 

Metro

Foundation Type

Level of Grants Paid in 2021Geographic Location

79 min. 
average

53 min. 
average

98 min. 
average

112 min. 
average

average

average

145 min. 
average

100 min. 
average

Overall 
Response

103 min. 
average
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— Ben Cameron, President, Jerome 



Community Engagement

How often are the communities you serve involved in designing grant 
programs and selecting grantees?

 

 Never

 Never

 Never

 Never

33%

13%

30%

28%

27%

17%

13%

 

 

 

 

39%

7%

25%

26%

23%

17%

39%

28%

47%

10%

24%

32%

44%

26%

20%

25%

12%

 9%

9%

22%

13%

10%

10%

 9%

13%

Foundation Type

Level of Grants Paid in 2021

Geographic Location

Overall Response 25%

42%

22%

17%

29%

21%

14%

12%

11%

8%

Under $1 million

Over $5 million

to share themselves and their knowledge—creates space for mutual learning and 
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— 
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#WeAreMCF
 

 

throughout the state, providing millions of dollars and  

Contact Us  
 

 

 
Visit us online  www.mcf.org   


